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and watch with you to guard your homes and families
against danger from every quarter. Now you must go, and
take with you the old and feeble, feed and nurse them, and
build for them in more quiet places proper habitations to
shield them against the weather until the mad passions of
men cool down, and allow the Union and Peace once more
to settle on your old homes in Atlanta."

Sherman also had some correspondence with Hood on
the same subject. He notified Hood of the order he had
issued and proposed that hostilities be suspended for ten
days while the people of Atlanta were being removed.
Hood agreed to the truce, saying that he did not consider
that he had any alternative in the matter. But he took
occasion of this correspondence to denounce Sherman's
conduct in the strongest terms, concluding his letter as
follows :

"Permit me to say, the unprecedented measure you
propose transcends in studied and iniquitous cruelty all
acts ever before brought to my attention in this dark
history of the war. In the name of God and humanity, I
protest, believing you are expelling from homes and fire-
sides wives and children of a brave people."

Sherman read these words with some irritation and with
some contempt, and then promptly replied, saying:

" You style the measures proposed 'unprecedented/ and
appeal to ' the dark history of war for a parallel as an act
of studied and ingenious cruelty.' It is not unprecedented,
for General Johnston himself very wisely and properly re-
moved the families all the way from Dalton down, and I
see no reason why Atlanta should be excepted. Nor is it
necessary to appeal to 'the dark history of war,' when 're-
cent and modern examples are so handy. You yourself
burned dwelling-houses along your parapet; and I havely renew my offer ofto Nashville, to deal with him,wooded hilletent andhat at first it disturbed Hooker's breathing, madeton, a flourishing little town
